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Amepdments to the Claims; 

1. (Currently amended): A system comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory having computer executable instructions stored thereon, the computer 
executable instructions programmed to: 

provide a first encrypted software Ucense for oggooiat e d with a first version of an 
application on a computing system, wherein the first encrypted software license has is 
associat e d with a ran k, wher e in th e first e ncrypted softwar e lic e ns e is encrypted to 
provide access to th e- first e ncrypted' softwar e hcens e through a lic e nsing modul e; 

receive a request to access on applicabl e a software license for the first version of 
the application; 

prior to providing user access to any software license for the first version of the 
application: 

obtain, at the software Ucensing module, a product identifier that indicates 
an application type of the first version of the application associat e d with th e first 
version of the appUoation ; 

ba se d on the obtained product id e ntifi e r ossooiatod with tho first version of 
th e application^ search the computing system and identifvdng at least a second 
version of the application feat includes the same apphcation tvpe indicated by the 
product identifier for other v e rsions of th e apolioation that ar e load e d on th e 
computing syst e m to id e ntify at l e ast a s e cond v e rsion of th e application ; 

based on the identified second version of the application, identify a second 
encrypted software license stored on the computer system, wherein the second 
encrypted software license is for the identified second version of the application, 
wherein the second encrypted software license has a rank assooiatod with a ronlc : 

compare the rank of the first encrypted software license to the rank of flie 
second encrypted software license to determin e which of the first encrypted 
software license and the second encrypted software license includes a broader 
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license and to determine which of the first encrypted software license and the 
second encrypted software license includes a narrower license th e applicabl e 
softwar e lic e ns e; 

decrypt the broader license determin e d applicabl e software lic e ns e for 

after the decryption, p rovide user access to the decrypted broader license while 
not providing access to the narrower licCTse apphcablo ooftworo lioonoo , 

2.-88. (Cancelled). 

89. (Previously presented): The system of claim 1 , wherein the rank of the first 
encrypted software license and the rank of the second encrypted software license are at least one 
member of a group comprising: a pregenerated software developer rank, and a rank based on a 
term comparison of the first encrypted software license and the second encrypted software 
license. 

90. (Currently amended): The sj^tem of claim 1 , wherein the product identifier of 
assooiated with the first version of the application includes a software product description. 

9 1 . (Currently amended): The system of claim 1 , wherein searching the computing 
system and identifvdng the second version of the application that includes the same application 
type indicated by the product identifier for other vorsions - of - th e application that ar e loaded on th e 
computing system includes accessing a SKU file and matching the product identifier to a product 
identifier of the second version of the appHcation oth e r v e rsion of th e application located in the 
SKU file. 

92. (Currently amended): The system of claim 1 , wherein the broader d e t e rmin e d 
applicabl e softwar e license is at least one member of a group comprising: the first encrypted 
software license and the second encrypted software license. 
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93. (Currently amended): The system of claim 1 , wherein the broader determin ed 
applicabl e softwar e license is an aggregate of a determined portion of the first encrypted 
software license and a determined portion of the second encrypted software license. 

94, (Currently amended): The system of claim 93, wherein the determined portion of 
the first enaypted software license and the determined portion of the second encrypted software 
license are determined by: 

comparing terms of the first encrypted software license to terms of the second 
encrypted software license; 

selecting the portion of the first encrypted software license and the portion of the 
second encrypted software license based on the comparison; and 

generating the broader license a composit e- softwar e- lio e ns e baoed on by 
aggregating the selected portion of the first encrypted software license and the selected 
portion of the second encrypted software license. 

- 95. (Currently amended): The system of claim 1 , wherein the product identifier 
associat e d with of the first version of the application is obtained from configuration data of the 
first version of (he appKcation. 

96. (Currently amended): The system of claim 1, wherein the product identifier 
associated with of the first version of the application is obtained from a system registry of the 
first version of an application. 

97. (Currently amended): A computer-implemented method comprising: 
providing a first encrypted software license for osoooiatod with a first version of an 

application on a computing system, wherein the first encrypted software license has i s associat e d 
wife a ran k, wherein the first encrypt e d softwar e lic e nse is e ncrypt e d to provid e acc e ss to th e 
first e ncrypt e d softwar e licens e through a licensing module ; 
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receiving a request to acx^ess on applicabl e a software license for the first version of the 
application; 

obtaining, at the software licensing module, a product identifier that indicates an 
application type of the first version of (he application aoDooiatod with tho first v e rsion of th e 
application ; 

based on th e obtained product id e ntifier - ossooiatod with the first version of th e 



application that includes the same application type indicated bv the product identifier for other 
v e rsions of th e apphoation that - are loaded on th e computing oyotom to identify at l e ast a second 
version of the appliootion ; 

based on the identified second version of the application, identifing identifying a second 
encrypted software license stored on the computer svstem, wherein the second encrypted 
software license is for the identified second version of the application, wherein the second 
encrypted software license has a rank associat e d with a rank : 

comparing the rank of the first encrypted software license to the rank of the second 
encrypted software license to determin e which of the first encrypted sofltware license and the 
second encrypted software license includes a broader license and to determine which of the first 
encrypted software license and the second encrypted software license includes a narrower license 
tho applioobl e software licens e; 

decrypting the broader license d e t e rmin e d applicable software lioonoo for acc e Gs ; and 

providing user access to the decrypted broader license while not providing access to the 
narrower license - applioablo softwar e lic e ns e, 

98. (Previously presented): The computer-implemented method of claim 97, wherein 
the rank of the first encrypted software license and the rank of the second encrypted software 
license are at least one member of a group comprising: a pregenerated software developer rank, 
and a rank based on a term comparison of the first encrypted software license and the second 
encrypted software license. 




learching the computing system and identifvdng at least a second version of the 
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99. (Currently amended): The computer-implemented method of claim 97, wherein 
the product identifier of agsociat e d with the first version of the application includes a software 
product description. 

100. (Currently amended): The computer-implemented method of claim 97, wherein 
searching the computing system and identifsdng the second version of the application that 
incltides the same appHcation type indicated by the product identifier for oth e r versions of tho 
application that or e loaded on the computing oystom includes accessing a SKU file and matching 
the product identifier to a product identifier of the second version of the application other version 
of tho application located in the SKU file. 

101. (Currently amended): The computer-implraiented method of claim 97, wherein 
the broader d e termin e d applicabl e softwar e license is at least one member of a group comprising: 
the first encrypted software license and the second encrypted software license. 

1 02. (Currently amended): The computer-implemented method of claim 97, wherein 
the broader d e termin e d applioablo ooftwore license is an aggregate of a determined portion of the 
first encrypted software license and a determined portion of the second encrypted software 
license, at l e ast on e m e mb e r of a group comprising: th e first encrypt e d software lic e ns e and th e 
second e ncrypted softwar e lio e ns e> 

103. (Currently amended): The computer-implemented method of claim 1 02, wherein 
the determined portion of the first encrypted software license and the determined portion of the 
second encrypted software license are determined by: 

comparing terms of the first encrypted software Ucense to terms of the second 
encrypted software license; 

selecting the portion of the first encrypted software license and the portion of the 
second encrypted software license based on the comparison; and 
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generating the broader license a oompo s it e software lioonoo booed on by 
aggregating the selected portion of the first encrypted software hcense and the selected 
portion of the second encrypted software license. 

104. (Cmrently amended): The computer-implemented method of claim 97, wherein 
the product identifier aflaooiat e d with of the first version of the application is obtained fix>m 
configuration data of the first version of the application. 

105. (Currently amended): The computer-implemented method of claim 97, wherein 
the product identifier associated with of the first version of the application is obtained firom a 
system registry of the first version of an application. 

1 06. (Currently amended): A computer-readable storage medium having computer 
executable instructions, the instructions comprising: 

providing a first encrypted software Ucense for aooooiotod with a first version of 
an application on a computing system, wherein the first encrypted software license has ie 
asQOoiat e d with a ran k, wh e r e in th e first e nor>ptod softwar e licens e is e ncrypt e d to provid e 
access to the first encrypted ooflwar e lic e nse through a licensing modul e; 

receiving a request to access an applicable a software Hcense for the first version of the 
application; 

obtaining, at the software licensing module, a product identifier that indicates an 
application type of the first version of the application as s ociat e d with th e first v e rsion of th e 
application ; 

based on the obtain e d product id e ntifi e r associated with the first v e rsion of th e 
apphoation, searching the computing system and identifying at least a second version of the 
application that includes the same application type indicated bv the product identifier for oth e r 
voroiono of th e application that are load e d on th e computing syst e m to identify at l e ost a s e cond 
version of the appKoation ; 
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based on the identified second version of the application, idontifing identifying a second 
encrypted software license stored on the computer system, wherein the second encrypted 
software license is for the identified second version of the application, wherein the second 
encrypted soft:ware license is associated with a rank aooooiatcxl with g - ronk : 

comparing the rank of the first encrypted software license to the rank of the second 
encrypted software license to determin e which of the first encrypted software license and the 
second encrypted software Ucensc includes a broader license and to determine which of the first 
encrypted software license and the second encrypted software license includes a narrower license 
the applicabl e softwar e licens e; 

decrypting the broader license det e rmined applicabl e softwar e lic e ns e for aooess ; and 

providing user access to the decrypted broader license while not providing access to the 
narrower license applioablo ooftwaro lioenoe . 

107. (Previously presented): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 1 06, 
wherein the rank of the first encrypted software license and the rank of the second encrypted 
software license are at least one member of a group comprising: a pregenerated software 
developer rank, and a rank based on a term comparison of the first encrypted software license 
and the second encrypted software license. 

108. (Currently amended): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 106, 
wherein the product identifier of associat e d with the first version of the application includes a 
software product description. 

109. (Currently amended): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 106, 
wherein searching the computing system to identify the second version of the application that 
includes the same application type indicated by the product identifier for oth e r v e roiono of th e 
application that are loaded on the computing system includes accessing a SKU file and matching 
the product identifier to a product identifier of the second version of the application oth e r version 
of the application located in the SKU file. 
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1 10. (Currently amended): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 106, 
wherein the broader d e t e rmin e d - applioabl e -softwar e license is at least one member of a group 
comprising: the first encrypted software license and the second encrypted software license. 

111. (Currently amended): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 1 06, 
wherein the broader det e rmin e d appliooblo ooftwor e license is an aggregate of a determined 
portion of the first encrypted software license and a determined portion of the second encrypted 
software license, at l e ast one memb e r of a group compri s ing: th e first e noryptod software license 
ond - the oeoond onoryptod ooftworo lioonoo. 

1 12. (Currently amended): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 111, 
wherein the determined portion of the first encrypted software license and the determined portion 
of the second encrypted software Ucense are determined by: 

comparing terms of the first encrypted software license to terms of the second 
encrypted software Ucense; 

selecting the portion of the first encrypted software license and the portion of the 
second encrypted software license based on the comparison; and 

generating the broader license a oompooito ooflwaro lioanse bos e d on by 
aggregating the selected portion of the first encrypted software license and the selected 
portion of the second encrypted software license. 

113. (Currently amended): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 106, 
wherein the product identifier associated with of the first version of the application is obtained 
from configuration data of the first version of the application. 

1 14. (Currently amended): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 106, 
wherein the product identifier associat e d with of the first version of the application is obtained 
fi-om a system registry of the first version of an application. 
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